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At the age of 12, Kristy Childs ran away from an abusive home. She was trafficked for sex                  
for over the next two decades. She was brutally exploited and victimized by men, labeled               
as a prostitute by society, and considered a criminal by the legal system.  
 
After returning to Kansas City in 1988, she befriended a young lady named Veronica              
Neverdusky, who was also being trafficked for sex. In 1993 Veronica was found murdered              
in Penn Valley Park. In 2000, Kristy founded Veronica’s Voice, to be the voice of all of the                  
“Veronicas” who are systematically exploited, criminalized, and cast out by society.           
Without positive supportive relationships, community connection, proper education, job         
skills, and trauma recovery, it was an arduous process for Kristy to extricate herself from               
the commercial sex industry. She has committed herself to giving women exiting the life of               
prostitution the kind of support that she was unable to receive.  
 
Kristy dreamed of going to college. Those dreams were shattered in 2002 when her              
daughter, Stephanie, was murdered. She left behind two babies. Kristy chose to become a              
full-time mother to her special-needs grandson. Despite her pain and challenges from            
having her daughter taken from her, Kristy continued to provide services to Kansas City’s              
sexually exploited through Veronica’s Voice and continued to educate and expose the            
violence of prostitution while advocating for systemic changes to reverse the focus of             
criminalizing victims.  
 
Kristy’s vision and passion have been recognized through numerous local and national            
awards and honors. After working on and pushing language into the TVPA (Trafficking             
Victims Protection Act) Reauthorization to recognize American children under the age of            
18 as sex trafficking victims she was invited to be present as President Bush signed it into                 
law. She is recognized as an advocate and force behind changing the way prostitution is               
viewed from a societal and legal point of view. Yet if you ask Kristy what is her biggest                  
accomplishment you will get a story about one of the women and how Veronica’s Voice was                
able to make a difference.  
 
As a sex-trafficking survivor, Kristy’s experience provides an in-depth understanding of the            
complex traumas related to commercial sexual exploitation. She is committed to creating            
survivor services specifically for those viewed as prostitutes. She has advocated for            
decades for systematic changes to end the criminalization of the victims and focus on the               
DEMAND side of commercial sex (the johns), which is the proper focus for law              
enforcement. 
 
Kristy’s success has made her an inspiration as she reaches back to help others. She is                
motivated by her faith and her belief that she survived for a reason. Her life motto is: You                  
never know how strong you are until being strong is the ONLY choice you have. 


